
 

 

WEEK 5 – SHOW THEM, THEN TELL THEM 

 

ICE BREAKER: 
 

1. Who has been a spiritual hero in your life? Why? 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

If I were to go into a secular club or workplace, stand on a table, and shout, “I am here in the name of 

Jesus,” it’s likely no one would listen—and not just because they’d think I’d lost my mind. 

 

This approach would be ineffective because most unbelievers have an inaccurate perception of Jesus. 

Common culprits are popular media, adverse experiences with Christians, and simple ignorance. 

Regardless of the reason, this false Jesus they reject is one you would also reject. 

 

To get beyond misconceptions, we need to show people the gospel, and then tell them about it. We do 

this by pointing to God’s heart and character evident in nature and art, by demonstrating outward 

evidence of inward transformation, and by being merciful with others’ shortcomings. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Read John 8:1–11. What is Jesus’s attitude toward the woman committing adultery? What can we 

learn from this? 

2. Reflect on the following statement: “Most unbelievers have an inaccurate perception of Jesus.” 

Does this change your approach to evangelism? If so, how?  

3. Discuss this statement: “Hypocrisy is a major barrier to secular people coming to God.” Is this 

consistent with your experience? Is there truth to this? 

4. Do you agree that “the world sees Christians taking plenty of moral stands, but it doesn’t see us 

showing mercy enough?” And if so, why? 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Ask a secular friend, colleague, or neighbor what comes to mind when they think of God, Jesus, or 

the church. 

2. What stands out in their answer? Consider what misconceptions are based on confusing words or 

extra-biblical church culture. Without changing the gospel, what can you change to share the heart 

and character of Jesus more accurately? 

3. Identify a specific area in your life that you believe God would want to transform to give you greater 

authority in reaching your secular friends. 

4. Examine your heart and ask God to reveal your attitude toward others. Do you show mercy as 

Jesus invites you to? 


